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THE CIRCULAR 
Aims to be the exponent of Bible Communism, advocating the 
Keligion of the Bible, snd the Socialism of the Primitive 
Church = [t will. also, giveits readers a supply of general in- 
tolligence, and :he news of the day. 

It is offered, as the gospel is, without money and without 
price to those who chouse to receive it thus, or at One Dollar 
@ year tosuch as prefer to pay. At present it is supported princi 
pally by the funds of the Oavida Community and its branches, 
aided oy the free coatributions of its friends, and a few remit- 
tances from those who choose to pay for it. Our expectation, 
however, is, that the idea of a Farr. Dairy Retiaious Press, as 
the complement aad consummation of Free Schools, Free 
Caourches, aad Free Benevolent societies, will gradually be- 
©>me kaown, and be appreciate! among all spiritually minded 
teligioaists, and that thus the Circular, as the embodiment of 
that idea, will draw to itself a volunteer constituency more 
whole-aearted, for instauce, than that which surrounds the Bi- 
bie Society, and endows it anaually with a revenue of several 
hunired thousaud dollars. 

Specimen oumbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them, auy subscciber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should ceturn as a copy with nis oame and residence written 
“oon it, and che «imple order, * Discontinue.” 


Address ‘*‘ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.”’ 





WANTED. 

Intelligent, reliable, sympathetic, volunteer Cor- 
responteats, in our own country and every part 
of the world, who will give us early and au- 
thentic informution of events occurring in their 
respective localities, that are of a remarkable char- 
acter, orof general interest to mankind, and who 
will also furnish us, from time to time, with brief 
and lucid expositions of such topics as come within 
their range of thought and observation. 





Our Purpose in the Future, 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, aud ou, ght to use the most commanding 
“9 nentality. 

2. Une press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instru.neatality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought tu lay vutits strength not in the pulpit | but 
on the press. 

8 Jvurualism is the superior function of the 
press—.ovre cifective than book- “making, because 
more coucinuous and universal in its operation. Ke- 
iigion vugut, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. Che Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more ettective than book-muk- 
ing, and for the samereasoa. iteligion ought there- 
fore to ascead from the pulpit tc the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, tue publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the Qame of tae Cicistiau religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily teli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opens the way, 
and the means are placed in their possession 


Che Oneida Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
8. New houso’s 


SUPERIORST SEL TRAPS, 


En iuneled fraveliag-B igs, Palin- Leaf 
Hats, Caps, Satia Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
SPRAWBERRY PLANYDS, &c., 
Groen & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE OVEIOI COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. Y. 
will receive ceo attention. 


wre S neon 


Publications. 
THE BEREAN; A Munual ‘or the help of those 


who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 

octavo volune of 500 pages. —By J. H. Noyes. 

Price, 41,50. 

The Bereancontains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth. The Second Coming. Resurrection. Origin of Evil.Our 
Relationsto the Ileavenly Church, Abolition of Death.Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.—treated strietly according to 
Bible evidences. but developing many new and interesting 
Sonclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology 
Allwho wishto understand Biste Commi nism—its constitu- 
Yonal basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them- 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilat‘on from the 
Annual Reports anl other publications of the 
Oneida Community andits branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religiousand Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price, 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noves. Pamphlet, 64 cts. 





we 








7" Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 
nished to order; andlany of the tbove Publications 
‘may besent by mailto all parts of the country. 


| society. 


The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it is. 


—The Community consists of about 215 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
Foran account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here twelve 
years, and is self-supporting. There is a branch 
community located at Wallingford, Conn., which is 
also self-supporting. 

~-The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual ageucy. and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body ; that che age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 

—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had ali things common’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPIRA s1ON, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI 
For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bii/e Communism. 


CATION WITH THE SPIRIT OF Gop. 


a pampalet of 123 prizes, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of Free CRITICISM 
on the part of allits members Those persons wh« 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for pusts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a truc 
life, setting furth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 


Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 


They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and ake known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 


~-The circumstances of the Community are at pres- 
ent adverse to receiving new members. Their princi- 
pal dwelling and their outlying buildings are full 
to the extent of their convenient capacity. Plans are 
in contemplation, on the first moment of attaining 
the requisite means, to builda much larger and 
better edifice than the present one, for a Community 
Home. 

—-Tue Cincutar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
its usefulness To the poor it is oflered as a gift. 

The following may serve as a condensed formula of 

PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens 
Resurrection of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, asa sequence of the fere- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
abolishing Dea‘h. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion tor distribution. 

Dwelling tcgetherin Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies 

Ilome Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 





ted to God. 
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tention in the , meet of Christ. 


We have taken for our motto, ‘* What- 
soever ye do, in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus'’:” and 
among other things we should meet to- 
gether in the name of Christ. There isa 
special blessing promised to those who 
gather together in his name: ‘‘ Where 
two or three are gathered together in my 
name,” says Christ, “ there am I in the 
midst of them.” (Matt. 18: 20.) We 
should acknowledge Christ as the ele- 
ment in which we meet. We do not 
meet here as an isolated party. Though 
secluded from the world, we are not se- 
cluded from Christ and heaven. We 
meet in the presence of Christ, the Fa- 
ther, the holy angels, and all the house- 
hold of God—the great Concentric Con- 
vention ; and there should be reciprocal 
communication between all that com- 
pose this vast assemblage, which em- 
braces the invisible as well as the visible 
world. Looking not at the things which 
are seen but at the things which are unseen 
as the most important (see 2 Cor. 4:17), 
we may consider that we are meeting in 
a spiritual mansion, not merely in this 
room. Our bodies meet here, but our 
real meeting i: in the spiritual sphere 
to which we belong. Bodily presence to 
each other is only an incidental—one 
means of assisting the circulation of life. 
The substantial gathering is where our 
souls are: and that isin the sphere of 
the confession of Christ and the kingdom 
of God. sphere with 
those who have the same faith that we 
have ; and so far as our faith is identi- 
cal with that of the Primitive Church 
and the angels, so far we are in the same 
mansion with them. “ Our conversa- 
tion ” [or citizenship], says Paul, “ is in 
heaven.” If we have a faith in Christ 
that has quickened our souls, then we are 
raised up, and “ sit in heavenly places ” 
with all that have been quickened with 
like faith. 

The resurrection of Christ isa special 
sphere of spirits: it is a sphere above all 
others—“ far above all heavens.” (Eph. 
4: 10.) The whole family of saints in 
heaven, earth, and Hades, is named after 
Jesus Christ. (See Eph. 3:15.) Itisa 
sphere that embraces the whole universe. 
We should make our gatherings formally 
and avowedly meetings of the great 





It is in the same 


family meetings in the name of Christ. 
Our object should be to throw the ave- 
pues of our life open to Christ and the 
heavenly principalities, and expect them 


to entertain us—expect that they will) 


bless us with edification. They are rich 
in love, truth, and beauty ; and inter- 
course with them will certainly be lib- 
eral on their side. Let the general body 
of believers look to Christ for entertain- 
ment—meet in his name, and expect 
the glory of the Lord to descend upon 
them. Christ is very near to us; there 
is no difficulty whatever in the way of 





tions between us and that world are rap- 
idly disappearing ; and the spirit of that 
world will flow in upon usin gushing 
floods. 

Whoever sincerely hold their meetings 
in the name of Christ, will be edified. 
This is a positive certainty. The prom- 
ise will be fulfilled, and Christ shall be 
in the midst of them. We, asa body, 
have found our way to Christ, and know 
that we are not dealing with “ cunningly 
devised fables,” Our experience tells us 
that whenever we act in the name of 
Christ, we do receive his blessing. 

By learning how to come together in 
the nume of Christ, persons can have an 
edifying season at any time—they can 
come into sympathy with quickening, 
edifying spirits, and receive the flavor 
and aroma of heaven. If we meet in the 
name of Christ, our edification wil] not 
depend upon the number of persons pres- 
ent, whether two, or three, or more.— 
With Christ in our midst, we shall be 
edified. The time will come when we 
shall not think of specifying when we had 
a “ good meeting.” As a matter of course, 
we shall constantly have good meetings. 
This is as certain as that God’s mercy, 
goodness, liberality, and wisdom are fixed 
facts ; for by meeting in the name of 
Christ, we come into connection with all 
these elements, and edification must be 
the natural result. 

All meetings will finally be merged 
into a marriage supper. We shall be 
guests to the spirit of love and edifica- 
tion that will flow in upon us from the 
great fountain of goodness. In all com- 
munications with each other, we shall 
touch the same element—-the element 
that makes a “good time.” We shall 
seek pleasure and happiness, beauty and 
glory, not objectively, but by coming in- 
to connection with the one element of 
heaven, which circulates freely wherever 
there are fit conductors. 
ceivable method of communication with 
each other, we should seek to attract the 
glory of God—should seek fellowship with 
the Father and the Son, There are dif- 
ferent ordinances, but all should serve 
one purpose, namely: the circulation of 
the life and glory of heaven, Thus we 
shall carry all the sacrednesess of a relig- 
ious ineeting into the more familiar forms 
of courtesy, on the one hand ; and on the 
other, we shall carry all the vivacity there 
is connected with these familiar ordinan- 
ces up into religious meetings, The dif- 
ferent forms of intercourse will improve 
one another, and diffuse beauty over 
every thing: every meeting will be a 
wedding. We shall ultimately have per- 
petual wedding parties. 

Let all hearts expand to receive the 
fullneses of God. We ought not to limit 
God, but expect to have glorious meet- 
ings with Hades and heaven. Here we 
touch the secret of meeting in the name 
of Christ. Persons do not know what 
they are talking about when they speak 
of meeting in the name of Christ, unless 
they understand that it has reference to 


“ 


In every con- 


famiiiar intercourse with him and the) the spiritual world—unless they see 
heavenly world. The spiritual obstruc-! heaven opened—unless they see Christ 
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as Lord of the living and the dead, and 
the partitions between this world and 
the New Jerusalem, and between this 
world and Hades, removed. When you 
understand all that, then you know what 
it is to meet together in the name of 
Christ. It is meeting in the name of 
an invisible, but real being—a being who 
has access to all worlds. The expres- 
sion, “‘ meeting in the name of Christ,” 
is much used by the churches. They 
say, “‘ Where two or three are gathered 
together in the name of Christ, there 
am I in the midst of them, and that to 
bless.” But do not they realize that they 
are in the presence of Christ, the Primi- 
tive Church, and the angels? Are they 
prepared to have an angel edify them ? 
Are they prepared to meet Moses, or Eli- 
as, or Christ ? If persons meet in the 


THE CIRCULAR. 


dividua's ; he preaches to the general as- 
sembly and church of the firat-born.— 
Paul, in trying to apprehend him, listens 
to his preaching, and receives his words 
into his heart. It is the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from Christ, that takes 
of the things of Christ, and shows them 
tous. Paul’s endeavoring to apprehend 
Christ, was the work of receiving the 
spirit that was proclaiming and reveal- 
ing Christ. That spirit circulates through 
the whole body of believers, in heaven, 
earth, and Hades ; and it flows into us 
in proportion as we are earnest enough 
to receive it, and become vessels of it. 

If you wish to win Christ, know him, 
and be found in him, go and hear him 
preach. Where is he preaching? He 
is not preaching to a little band of believ- 
ers here ; neither is he an itinerart min- 


name of Christ, they certainly ought to 


be prepared to meet all that are in Christ ; 


and the general assembly and church of 


the first-born ave in Christ, and also an 
innumerable company of angels. If we 
meet thus in the name of Christ, we can 
say in a substantial sense that “‘ our citi- 
zenship is not of this world ;” we “sit to- 


gether in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” | 
The Lord, under the action of this 


principle, will superintend, and bring 
about meetings. He is independent of 
space, and the limits of personal presence, 
and it is not incredible to suppose that 
the scattered believers who are in sym- 
pathy with us, all who have the same 
faith, are now enjoying a meeting some- 
what similar to ours. We ought not to 
feel that we are a little distinct gathering 
by ourselves ; we are a branch meeting 
of the great gathering of God. And 
doubtless the Lord is carrying on his work 
simultaneously in all believers—bringing 
them all up into sympthhy with heaven. 
“ Sit together ir. heavenly places!” If all 
believers “ sit together in heavenly pla- 
ces,” they also meet together ; and may 
they not all hear the same preacher—be 
edified by the same spirit ? 

Paul considered himself present in the 
whole church. ‘To the Colossians he 
writes, ‘ Though I be absent in the flesh, 
yet I am with you in the spirit, joying 
and beholding your order and the stead- 
fastness of your faith in Christ.” He 
considered himself even present among 
those he had never seen in the flesh. To 
the Corinthians he says, ‘‘ When ye are 
gathered together in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and my spirit, with the pow- 
er of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver 
such an one unto Satan for the destruc- 
tion of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus, I 
verily, as absent in body, but present in 
spirit, have judged already, as though I 
were present, concerning him that has so 
done this deed.’”” (See 1 Cor. 5: 3-5.) 
The Corinthian church gathered together 
not only in Christ’s name, but in Paul’s 
spirit. Paul wishes to be appreciated as 
well as Christ. 

Paul prayed for the Colossians, that 
“ they might be able to comprehend with 
all saints, what is the breadth, and length 
and depth, and hight ; and to know the 
love of Chris: which passeth knowledge, 
and that they might be filled with all the 
fuliness of God.” The work of appre- 
hending Christ, knowing him, and being 
made conformable to his death, takes 
place in connection with “all saints.”— 


ister. He is preaching to the whole as- 
sembly of saints, and we must attend 
that meeting if we wish to hear him, and 
know him. “ He that hath ears to hear 
let him hear.”—Home-Talk. 
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The Ministration of Christ. 
NOTES OF A DISCOURSE, 





“ For we have not a high priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmaties, 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin.” Heb. 4: 15. : 


Christ is represented in scripture in two pha- 
ses of character. Ist, In humiliation and suffer- 
my. 2d, Asa conqueror. Both of these charac- 
teristics were manifested in him while in the 
flesh ; but chiefly the first. The following stir- 
ring words, from the 53d chapter of Isaiah, illus- 
trates this. ‘He hath no form nor comeliness; 
and when we shall see him, there is no beauty 
that we should desire him. He is despised and 
rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquain- 
ted with grief; and we hid as it were our faces 
from him ; he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. Surely, he hath borne our griefs, and car- 
ried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed, 
* * * He was oppressed and he was afflicted; 
yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought asa 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.” 
What a touching instance of human sorrow and 
of God-like heroism combined, is this! Nothing 
but the eye and the pen of inspiration could fore- 
see and write like this. I have sometimes thought 
that this passage, duly pondered, would soften 
and melt even the hardest heart. I never read 
it without profit. 

Heb, 2: 9—18, is a proper explanation and 
fulfillment of the above prophecy and worthy of 
a quotation here. ‘“ We see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels, for the suffer- 
ing of death, crowned with glory and honor: 
that he by the grace of God should taste death 
for every man. For it became him, for whom 
are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many suns unte glory, to make the 
captain of their salvation perfect through suffer- 
ings. * * * Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself, 
likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil, and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their life-tume 
subject to bondage. For verily he took not on 
him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abra- 
ham. Whereforo, in all things it behoved him 
to be made like unto his brethren, that he might 
be a merciful and faithful high priest in things per- 
taining to God, to make recunciliation for the sins 
of the people; for in that he himself hath suf. 
fered, being tempted, he is able to succor them 
that are tempted.” 

These scriptures seem to me apt, as a commen- 
tary on the text, or rather as parallel testimony 


Jesus Christ sympathized with human nature 
in each and all of its infirmities and temptations. 
This is the simple doctrine we gather from Heb. 
4: 15. 

But says one, is this statement literally true? 
I think so. But, for instance, is it supposable 
that Christ uympathized with and felt the woes 
of the drankard? Answer. We-have nwo evi- 
dence that Christ drank wine to excess, and yet 
he was called a “ wine bibber”—“ a friend of pub- 
licans and sinners.” The simp'e truth was that 
Christ mingled with society in all its conditions, 
low and high. The report that he drank wine— 
was a friend of publicans and sinners, &c., was 
made by hie bitterest enemies, the Pharisees, 
who, whatever might have been the facts in the 
case, could not speak the truth about Christ, even 
if they saw it. One thing is certain, the friend- 
less and the outcasts in society did find in Christ 
sympathy and help. In the contact they felt his 
heart of love and compassion; and he, on his part, 
felt, and not only felt, but took upon himself by 
sympathy, their degradation and woe. But in 
all this Christ sinned not. Far from it. He 
took upon himself the otherwise hopeless burdens 
of humanity; but through his connection with 
the Father, he was never contaminated with its 
guilt. Herein consisted, and ever will c_nsist, 
one of the secrets of man’s redemption by Christ. 

Our infirmities and temptations are dissimilar 
and various. Men and women are born, the world 
over, with like susceptibilities, but these suscepti- 
bilities are unequally developed. What in one 
would be an occasion of weakness, in another 
would be that of strength. For imstance, one 
man might have the faculty of acquisitivencss 60 
properly educated and balanced as to make a good 
use of riches; while with another a surplus of 
money would be his destruction. Notwithstand- 
ing these seeming contradictions in human expe- 
rience, taking the world as a whole, it is probable 
that our infirmities are quite accurately distribu- 
ted and nicely balanced. At any rate man, in 
his finiteness is not, and can not be the 
judge in the case. Then again, some men are 
naturally cold-blooded and stoical, while others 
are nervous and excitable. That which would be 
a temptation to the one would nut be to the 
other; and vice versa. And yet both of these 
temperaments have their peculiar weaknesses. 
The cold-blooded have inertia and insensibility to 
contend against, while the hot-blooded are too 
sensitive and irritable, and hence lose their self- 
control. One has large alimentiveness and sma! 
control over his appetite; another has small ali- 
mentiveness and large control. Here dissimilari- 
ty may be the rule, but look it through in both 
cases, and probably you will find ita rule of justice. 
The poor have their temptations, but so have the 
rich. Do not forget this, ye sons of poverty: 
One is healthy, another is sick. Health versus 
sickness is an inestimable blessing, but let not 
the sick complain at the contrast. The robust 
and healthy, have their temptations also—more 
alluring, and hence more dangerous than those of 
the sick. 

These cases, suggested for purposes of i!lustra- 
tion simply, are but a few out of the roultitude. 
Human nature is heir to its thousand and one ills, 
and more, even, but the grand point under discus- 
sion is, that whatever may be our trials, indiyid- 
ually or universally considered, Christ our merci- 
ful and faithful high priest knows all about them. 
He has sounded the depths of our degradation, 
and tasted the bitterness of our woe. Are you 
tempted to intemperance, either in eating or 
drinking? Christ has likewise been tempted, 
and he can teach you how to overcome. Is your 
temperament lymphatic and cold, or are you 
nervous and hot blooded? Christ has been 
touched with a feeling of both of these extremes ; 
look to him. Are you poor in this worlds goods? 
Remember that Christ “ though he was rich yet 
for our sakes he became poor, that we through his 
poverty might be made rich.” Are you rich? 
Trust not to riches, but trust Christ who only can 
properly comprehend your temptations, and make 
your riches not a snare of the devil to your soul, 
but a blessing to yourself and your fellow men. 
Are you in the bloom of health? Fellowship with 
the Son of God is your only effectual escape from 
the enchartinents of the flesh. On the contrary, 
are you sick—wasting away with disease, your 
body tortured with pain, and compelled to look 
death in the face? Here, especially, is the pow- 
er and sympathy of Christ available. 

It is a great thing to know how to live in this 
world, and also to know how to die. Christ did 
both. He lived and conquered and he also died 
and conquered. It was not the Jews and Ponti- 





his life of himself ; and he took it again. Why? 
Let the apostle answer. “ That through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death 
that is the devil ; and deiiver them who through 
fear of death, were all their life time subject to 
bondage.” 

What a glorious hope opens up to the Christ- 
ian in this testimony! Christ did not die and 
there stop; he went THroven desth. Death, 
with him, was not a sign of defeat, but of victory, 
and that too, the most glorious that was ever won 
in this universe. 

One thing should be noticed in regard to Christ’s 
mission in this world, His sufferings were not 
outward suflerings simply, but chiefly spiritual, 
and to the eye of tho flesh totally invisible. His 
life-grapple and his death-grapple was with the 
wicked one, the author of sin and death. To con- 
ceive of Christ therefore, only as a very good 
man, among men, would be a false view of him en- 
tirely. He was not only the son of man, but the 
Son of God also; and “It was for this purpose 
that he was manifested in this world, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil.” Hence 
if our faith in Christ is intelligent it will extend 
beyond the flesh into the resurrection world 
where the real work of man’s salvation was ac- 
complished. Our sympathies with Christ must 
be primarily with his divinity, and secondarily 
with his humanity; thus shall we live, and if nec« 
essary, die also, not unto ourselves, but unto him 
that died for us and ruse again. “For to this 
end Christ both died and rose and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of the dead and the 
living.” H. W. B. 





Facts and Phases of the War. 





Congress. 

Congress met on Monday. About forty 
Senators, and one hundred ard fourteen mem- 
bers of the House were present. We note the 
following significant features of the day’s ses- 
sion : 

In the Senate, Mr. Trumbull, of IIl., gave 
notice that he would the next day, introduce a 
bill to confiscate the property of Rebels, and 
give freedom to persons in the Slave States. 

In the House, Mr. Lovejoy offered a joint 
resolution tendering the thanks of Congress to 
Capt. Wilkes for his arrest of the traitors 
Slidell and Mason. This was adopted. A 
resolution was passed expelling John M. Reid, 
Member of Congress from Missouri, from the 
House, he having taken up arms against the 
Government. Several resolutions were submit- 
ted, or notice given of future submission, re- 
questing the President to emancipate the Slaves 
of Rebels, under the war power. The follow- 
ing was submitted by Mr. Stevens of Pa. : 
Whereas, Slavery has caused the present rebellion 
in the United States; and, whereas, there can be 
no solid and permanent peace and union in this 
Republic, so long as that institution exists within 
it; and, whereas, slaves are now used by the Reb- 
els as an essential means of supporting and pro- 
tecting the war; and, whereas, by the law of na- 
tions it is right to liberate the slaves of an enemy 
to weaken his power ; therefore, 

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives in Congress assembled, that the Pres- 
ident be requested to declare free, and to direct 
our generals and officers in command to order 
freedom to, all slaves who shall leave their mas- 
ters or shall aid in quelling the rebellion ; and be 
it further resolved, That the United States pledge 
the fuith of the Nation to make full and fair com- 
pensation to all loyal citizens who are or shall re- 
main active in supporting the Union for all loss 
they may sustain by virtue of this resolution. 

The Rebels having ordered a number of 
Union prisoners into close confinement and fel- 
on’s treatment, in retaliation for the imprison- 
ment by the Government of a number of South- 
ern pirates, the House passed resolutions to 
the effect that, whereas Col. Corcoran, and 
Col. Wood, who were taken prisoners at Ball 
Run have been thus confined, the President 
be requested to order James M. Mason and 
John Slidell into similar confinement, until 
Col. Coreoran and Col. Wood shall be treated 
as the United States treat their prisoners of war. 
Gen. Fremont, 

Gen. Fremont has arrived in New-York 
City on his way to Wasbington. He has 
avoided the reception of all popular demonstra- 
tions on his route as mueh as possible, and has 
refused a public reception tendered him by 
citizens of New-York. All through the West- 
ern States, however, the train on which he 
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the depot to receive him. 


Vice President Hamlin. 
have lost nove of their euthusiasm for the 
Pathfinder, and the principtes of his Proelain- 
ation have become the war cry of the natiou. 
On his arrival in Washington Gen. Fremont 
will probably ask for a Court of Inquiry. 

Port Royal and the Slaves. 

The expedition which so providentially outrode 
the tremendous storm off Cape Hatteras, and suc- 
cessfully captured Port Royal, with its islands, 
and deep, safe waters, was a blow in the vital part 
of the Slave Kingdom. [n that part of South 
Carolina, the dark map of Slavery has its deepest 
shade. Of the 38000 inhabitants of the Beau- 
fort District, over 32,000 are Slaves. It is 
moreover the key to the whole State, and if the 
foot-hold is successfully maintained, important 
movements and results may be expected from 
thence. As Beaufort district is the darkest part 
of South Carolina, in its ethnolgical character, so 
South Carolina is the darkest State of the Cunfed- 
eracy. The Slave population of South Carolina 
outnumbers its white population by a hundred 
thousand: 403,000 out of 704,000 being Slaves. 


Lhis shows at once the strategic importance of 


the position to operate upon the Slaves of the 
South, should the United States Government, 
rising to the great opportunity which is now wait- 
ing on their footsteps, proclaim freedom to the 
blacks, and proceed to arm them; to say nothing 
of the poetic justice of carrying the war into the 
heart of the State which was the first to launch 
forth on the career of rebellion. 

But whatever may be the results of the future, 
those which have already transpired in this lo- 
cality are of an important and interesting char. 
acter. After the unsuccessful attempts of the 
Rebel forces to defend the furts at the entrance 
of the harbor, the whole white population of the 
adjacent region fled in confusion. Beaufort was 
entirely deserted. Only one white man was 
found there when the Union troops arrived. But 
the Rebels were unable to take their slaves with 
them, consequently there were thousands of them 
deserted by their masters, and free to take care 
of themselves. They welcomed the troops, and 
manifested but little fear of them. They pillaged 
the deserted city of Beaufort, but seem to have 
been guilty of no other violence. Many of them 
are now in the employ of the Union forces. Or- 
ders, it is stated, have also been sent out from 
Washington to Gen. Sherman, to take possession 
of all the crops at Port Royal—cotton, corn, rice 
&c.—on military account, and to ship thecotton, 
and such other crops as are not wanted for the 
army, to New-York, to be sold there for the ac- 
count of the Government. Gen. Sherman is also 
directed to use the Slaves to gather and secure 
the crops, and to erect his defenses. 

The following paragraph from a corespondent 
of one of the New York papers, in interesting: 

** One of the most remarkable features of the new 
life in South Carolina is affurded by the negroes.— 
Black servants have been hired by many of the offi- 
cers, a8 waiters, washermen and women. Black 
gangs have worked on the shore, or been used as 
oarsmen ; blacks have served as scouts and guides 
in the reconnoissances. Crowds of the women and 
children may be seen in various parts of the camps, 
but especially near headquarters, where they inhab- 
it their old huts still. There they receive their ra- 
tions, there they build fires to cook their food or do 
their washing, and cluster into odd-looking groups, 
picturesque for all thr squalor. The men and 
boys join them at night, and always, after supper, 
in a dilapidated out-house, is held a prayer meeting. 
[ listened outside, one night, and heard ardent ejac- 
ulations of thanksgiving for the favorable change 
God has given to ** my colored bruddren.” The jar- 
gon was absurd,but it was earnest; the singing was 
out of tune and time, but it was fervent. In some 
quarters the blacks are less religious, and held a 
ball to celebrate the coming of the Yankees. Ihave 
talked with nearly half of those I have seen; have 
asked them which they preferred, the new or the 
old order of things, and though some few here and 
there spoke kindly of their old masters, there was 
no mistaking their genuineness of gratitude for the 
change. At Beaufort were not a few who seemed sad 
at the pillaging that had occurred, yet even these 
declared they had long prayed for our coming. 
They laughed at the idea of our injuring them, 
which all declared their masters had endeavored to 
instil. The fact that they receive pay for their la- 
bor, seems especially to delight them; and as for 
comfort, many have told me that they never lived 
so well before. None evince a vindictive spirit ; 


even those who speak of having been whipped often | 


and severely, are by no means indignant; but on 
the other hand, those who seem to have been most 
kindly treated, evince no regret for their old condi- 
tion, Two or three, perbaps half a dozen, were un- 


doubtedly found armed at Beaufort, but no other 
indications of a warlike disposition have been de- 
tected. The determination of all who can escape, to 
leave their masters, is, however, continually assert- 
ed. So far as the slaves are concerned, an advance 


Cincinnati some 30,000 people gathered at 
He is now stoppi.g 
at the Astor House where he has’ been visited 
by large numbers of the most prominent citi- 
zens of New-York and the country, ivcluding 
The people seem to 


into the country from this place would undoubtedly 
be followed by un immediate rush of the whole po- 
pulation toward our camps. I doubt whether they 
would be guilty of greater atrocities than those of 
pillage, unless the whites should madly provoke 
them, or insist upon the slaves following. Centu 
ries of bondage has had its effect, and the spirit of 
the race is effectually cowed ; they are not savages 
but slaves ; they will accept their freedom if it is 
offered—-they will not of their own accord fight for 
it. 

Rebel Arming of the Negroes, 

Evidences that the Rebels are forcing the Ne- 
groes into military service begin to appear. News- 
paper dispatches have represented the slaves at 
Nashville and Memphis as subjected to military 
drill. The best troop of Rebel cavalry in the 
battle of Boonville in Missouri,in the summer, 
the reports said, were blacks. A recent number 
of the Washington Republican contains the fol- 
lowing statement: 

‘*We learn by a gentleman direct from the up- 
per Potomac that Gen. Jackson is now at Win- 
chester, Virginia, in command of a regiment of 
negroes ; that they are fully armed and equipned, 
and were being throughly drilled, in which exer- 
cise they take great delight. This information 
comes to us from a source entitled to credit, and 
from recent developments in other slave States, 
we apprehend that arming of the negroca against 
us is now the settled policy of the Rebels. 

From the first these men have been used for 
the benefit of the Rebel army, either in building 
its fortifications, supplying it with the means of 
sustenance, in working their guns, or doing the 
drudgery of the camp, and now when they can be 
of more service under arms, they are enrolled in 
to regiments, to become part of their fighting ele- 
ment. 

-_ ne <a cem 
President's Message, 

The President’s Message reaches us too late 
for us to give our readers any notice of its 
contents ; we shall probably dv so next week. 
New Mayor in New-York 

The election for Mayor in New-York city 
on Thursday resulted in the election of George 
Opdyke, Republican, by a small plurality. 


| 





An Oneida Journal. 


Unlike the army on the Potomac, whose long- 
waited-for advance still lingers, the armies of Gen 
Boreas have already begun their march from the 
stern fatherland of winter, and are now far on 
their way to“ Richmond.”? Already their camps 
whiten our hills and valleys, and their walls of 
circumvallation are converging round all northern 
homes. The pickets of Southern lands have been 
driven back by the skirmishers of Jack Frost,and 
we may now heroically accustom our minds to 
the prospect of a three months’ bombardment 
from the storm-batterics of the Arctic hosts. 
Fortunate are they who have their fortress-homes 
ready for the attack—with walls proof against 
the cavalry charges of wind, the stern, pitiless 
cannonade of sleet and kail, or the noiseless, out- 
flanking march of snow-infantry. These hosts 
march under sealed orders and give no quarter. 
They bridge all rivers, seal up lakes, and even 
rear their ramparts amid the thunder-roar of Ni- 
agara. They dash themselves with futile bravery 
on old Ocean’s lines: only to be tossed back by 
his wild, unceasing play. 

But stern as are the Arctic armies which begin tu 
charge round us, we look forward to the battle 
with courage. Our Commissariat is in good con- 
dition ; the Quartermaster’s department is steadi- 
ly improving, and ere the seige is over we ex- 
pect to beable to occupy a portion, at least, of 
our new fort, where we shall be able to bide the 
onset with greater advantage. And in individual 
skirmishes we expect,under a good providence, to 
hold our own and even make vigorous and suc- 
cessful advances. Our old ally, the Sun, will be 
steadily working for us by day, and by night the 
stars in their courses will fight for usas they did 
against Sisera. Then in a few months, the forces 
of Summer will come up from the tropics, dressed 
in green and plumed with flowers, and before the 
splendor and glory of their charge, the shattered 
and defeated regiments of winter will be driven 
beyond the curtains of the Aurora Borealis.— 
The glad shouts of children will ring out from 
garden, grove and mountain side, the flocks will 
spread along the downs, and the voice of the tur- 
tle, the robin and the woodthrush, returned from 
Southern isles and groves of balm, will be heard 
in the land. But even now. while the outward 
| Winter is eneamped around us, there need be no 
{winter of discontent” in our hearts. Open- 
ing the inner doors of our life we may enter on 
the eternal Summer of heaven, and bathe our 
souls in the tropic airs of the coming Paradise. 
That world isas near to us in Winter as in Sum- 
mer, and perhaps with the passing away of the 





with stronger and more undivided attention to 
that which is within the veil, which is eternal 
and “ passeth not away.” 

Thursday, Nov. 28.— Annual Thanksgiving day 
in most of the States that have not seceded. We 
generally sympathize with these public occasions 
of thankfulness, though perhaps with less formali- 
ty than the people at large, especially in New 
England, remembrances of whose old Thanksgiv- 
ing days are pleasant in the minds cf many of our 
members. However much sincerity there may 
be in these annual Tharksgivings, on part of the 
people, they serve to keep unforgotten the spirit 
of the Puritan Fathers, and the fact that God is 
the author of the manifold blessings that gather 
around the footsteps of the children of men. It 
is good too, in the days when the outward har- 
vest is finished t®@look back upon the year, and as 
we note its joys and its discipline, its labors, and 
the measure of growth it has given us, to offer up 
the harvest of the soul in the sacrifice of thanks. 
giving to the Heavenly Father. But why should 
not all days be days of thanksgiving, and not one 
only ina year? Surely, when the spirit of true 
life fills the world they will be. 
WALLINGFORD NOTES. 


Wallingford Community, Nov. 20, 1861. 

Dear Bro. P.:—While your Oneida Journal is 
so acceptable to many readers for its glimpses of 
home-life in the Community, you may not object 
to a familiar word now and then from this sister 
Commune, which has come to be a recognized, 
and so far as I canjudge, a thriving institution 
in the “Jand of steady habits.” Our lecation, 
with its hill and river scenery, its dry, genial air, 
its soft, pure water, its fine roads, clear skics and 
proximity to the sea-shore, we are apt to think 
has some advantages over Oneida. Not that we 
would boast, or raise any point of rivalry between 
the two places, but He whose providence has giv- 
en to Oneida a broad domain and fertile soil, and 
surrounded it with associations that make the 
hearts of all its children turn to it as to a “ home 
of homes,” has also given some exquisite beauties 
of scenery and surrounding to our littlhe Commu- 
nity cluster. What should you think ofa ramble 
on * Mount Tom” which slopes to our very door 
on the West, its sides covered with growing or- 
chards and vineyards, and its summit crowned 
with chestnut woods? Or come with me at sun- 
rise, to the front door and look between the cher- 
ry trees at the fair meadow, the serpentine river 
with its thin veil of mist, the village beyond, and 
the blue hill-sides still in shadow in the distance. 
Now an approaching train, sending its shrill whis- 
tle down the valley in advance, comes in sight far 
to the left, ghding along through half obscur- 
ing clumps of trees, and as it passes halfa tile 
distant leaves a train of white vapor stretching 
horizontally a long way behind. Yes, there is a 
spice of wonderment about those steam wagons, 
they carry a flavor of magic and miracle to our 
imaginations, long moulded (ancestrally at least) 
tu the slow prose of fuot-travel, such that we do 
not soon tire of seeing them. They thread our 
landscape back and forth many times a day, and 
the buys, by critical observation of the notes of 
the different engines, are accustomed to identify 
the name of each one by its whistle. 
The land of the Community comprises about 
200 acres lying mostly in a compact body sloping 
to the east, but with some extent of meadow lev- 
el. Considerable work has been done the pres- 
ent season in drainage. Open ditches to the 
length of 250 rods have been cut in the meadows, 
and the sides of ‘‘ Mount Tom” have been perfor- 
ated with 112 rods of tile drains. The stock de- 
partment consists of twenty-six cattle aud four. 
horses. Of our fruit culture, grapes to the amount 
of 1200 Ibs., and 192 bushels of strawberries, have 
been marketed the present season. A new vine- 
yard of an acre is being prepared for planting 
next spring, ind a fish pond is in course of forma- 
tion for lovers of pisciculture. 
The family numbers forty-three, of ages rang- 
ing from over eighty to that of the infant of a 
year. We have grave fathers and mothers, young 
men, maidens aid children, as in the larger com- 
monwealth at Oneida; and with these elements 
of pleasant variety in our companionship, there is 
the same prevailing unity of religious aspiration 
as with you, which knits us together in all help- 
ful ways. Our family exercises and organization 
are modeled for the most part after Oneida. We 
have our weekly business meeting, our book read- 
ing and general family gathering in the evening, 
our singing classes, instrumental! practice, and or- 
dinary schools. Our house room is, as you may 








warmth and glory of the outward year, we turn 





suppose, quite fully occupied with all the move- 


ments of such a family, and there begin to be 
glimmerings of agitations like that which for 
some years preceded at Oneida your accomplish- 
ment of your new house. 

Our industry consists of fruit culture, farming 
and gardening, the manufacture of trap chains, 
for which we have a convenient shop and caloric. 
engine, and the silk and thread business. In the 
winter we supply the markets about us with 
grated horseradish. 

Having thus given you an outline of tho mate 
rial and: personal traits of this Commune, I may 
follow at another tine with such observations of 
our daily life, and events around us, as appear 
worth recording. G. 





Wallingford Commune, Nov. 27. 


We have had some good talk in our meetings, 
suggested by the reports of exhortation to the 
young folks at Oneida. Weare thankful for as 
much hearty codperation as we have from our 
young men in all our family ordinances, and think 
the end will be true spirituality among them.— 
J. L. expressed great thankfulness the other. 
evening for his opportunities to get a good educa- 
tion, notso much from study as from the society 
around him. In the world he would perhaps have 
sunk into degrading society ; in the Con.munity 
he associates with those who refine and elevate 
him. Our principle of seeking the ascending fel- 
lowship shows itself more and more to be the first 
principle of educationa—it takes the place of emu- 
lation and selfish ambition as the stimulus of im- 
provement. The young men’s school commences 
to-day. It is not to be on the old system of one. 
Teacher, [ believe, but more on the system of 
classes. G. W.N., Mr. U., and Mr. K., are all to 
take part as instructors. Their arrangements are 
not complete, so that I cannot report them yei. 
They occupy last winter's school-room—9 schol- 
ars. H M——teaches the younger class of 
three girls and two boys in the afternoon. 

J. has been afflicted for some time with the in- 
flamatory rheumatism, a most whimsical and in- 
explicable, and withal most. distressing diseuse 
which quits one joint, only to appear in another-- 
flitting from elbow to ancle, and from the knee to 
the neck. As she sits with bandaged fect bolstered 
ina chair, we laugh at her as a picture of the gout. 
She invited several of the family into her room 
Monday evening, to talk with her and give her a. 
lift. Some remarks of G. W. N., were generally 
endorsed, and form the substance of what was said: 
He thought invalids were apt to know too mach 
about their complaints—are often too anxious to 
identify and name them. [le looked upon any 
disease as an attack upon the outskirte of his life, 
the circumference ; and instead of rushing to the 
spot with all his attention, he went immediately 
to strengthening the center, turned his attention 
to Christ the source of life. Person< lose ground 
by watching the disease, and in speculating on its 
symptoms, instead of fortifying their spirits with 
faith and the confession of Christ, and attention te 





good. 

C. has been sick for three or four days with 
the distemper which has been through the family. 
Mr S. says they call it the diphtheria, :n Prospect 
We have certainly gained by not knowing its 
name in the profession, for we should doubtless 
have felt more concern if we had called it diphthe- 
ria. Not knowing its name, and not doctoring for 
it atall, we have given it the gu-by pretty well, 
though several have had one or two very sick 


days. Mr. S. spent Sunday here—calls it coming 
home. We expect him here again to-morro v fox 
Thanksgiving. 


Mr. Bristol and eight others made an excursion 
to the Hanging Hills, Sunday. It was a bright, 
pleasant day, and appears to have been luckily 
chosen, as Monday it suowed. Mr. U., and G. W. 
N., who had never been there before, were enrap- 
tured with the view, and wondered it was not 4 
mountain-top of more extensive resort. 

A favorite ride now-a-days is to the Camp at 
Hanover about five miles from here. Three or 
four hundred Cavalry are under drill there. They 
could not have chosen a more beautiful place—a 
broad plain with a pretty village in front and the 
magnificent Hanging Hills in the rear. Much 
cannot be said of the practice and evolutions of 
the troops, or of the training of the horses in this 
new stage of the undertaking, but we go to see 
two or three hundred men in uniform, on horses, 
brandi hing glittering swords, and to see the tent- 
ed field, and be guarded off by pacing pickets, and 
to hear the sunset gun, &c., &e. On one tent, we 
saw the sign of a Post-office, aud on another of a 
Daguerrean gallery. Sundays they have religwus 
exercises—the soldiers forming a hollow square, 





the minister gldressing them within. There 
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seems to be something more bloody and malevo- 
lent in whetting a sword for battle than in load- 
ing a gun, and I shivered more at the vision of 
what this scene imported, than I did at the field 
of infantry we visited last summer at New Haven. 
By the way, there are several at Oneida who re 
member that soldier, fresh from the battle of Bull 
Run, who called here and told his story last sum- 
mer. I havesent youa paper noticing his capture 
amongst others who suffered wreck in the trans- 
port Union, on the coast of North Carolina. As 
he is now safe from the chance of fight, we hope 
he will live to come back and tel! us another sto- 
ry. 
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Experiences under a Knapsack.--III, 
( Concluded.) 


To a fresh water body, the mastery of the 
sea, which these water-side /olks possess, is quite 
a-wonder. One has barely time to ‘ inlandish- 
ly” congratulate himself upon having a more 
fortunately situated home than these sea-girt 
people, when he sees their wonderful double- 
ness that enables them to live with one 
foot on the water and the other on the land 
without sense of limitation. The thrifty trades- 
wan, son.of our host, after supervising his af- 
fairs herc, gets into bis sail boat which has 
been fretting with its bridle at the little dock, 
and sets sail for his home on Rhode Island with 
as much nonchalant grace as your inland man 
drives homeward with his fast Morgan aud bug- 
gy. And our host takes us over to Newport in 
his slocp as easily as any “‘-Jehu’’ could have 
driven us the same distance ina ‘‘ coach and 
four.” 

Rhode Island, at the south-western part of 
which stands Newport upon the neck of a little 
peninsula, is utterly destitute of timber, as al- 
20 is the case with all these bay islands and the 
adjoining bay shores. This baldness of the 
landscape puts the nuniergus stone walls, farm- 
houses,and out-cropping rocks into strong relief, 
and gives a sense of unprotection akin to deso- 
lation. Bryant’s lines shall help out our brief 
description : 

‘*Smvoth, and with tender verdure covered o’er 

As if just risen from its calm inland bay ; 

Sloped each way gently to the grassy edge, 

And the smail waves that dallied with the sedge.” 

Newport, looking out upon the blue of the 
‘bay, upon the darker-blue of the ocean, and 
upon the gray, rocky shores of Connanicut, and 
grimly guard ed by the forts, old and new, sits 
like a queen receiving the wooings and tribute 
of the sea. The cool purity of its air is deli- 
ciously tonic. No other place of its size, bas 
to our knowledge, so many beautiful suburban 
residences. The roofs of these villas, eovered 
with. variegated slates, many gabled, steep, and 
richly shadowed, struck us with their beauty. 
And then there is a decided air of quaintness 
produced by the narrow streets and shingled 
houses in the water side of the city, ard by 
the ancient tower of rude masonry in the pub- 
lic square, which as some will have it, is a relic 
of the Norseman, who, under Biorn, once sailed 
into these waters. 

A miniature steamer plies between the city 
and Fort Adams, stopping along side of the 
“* Constitution,” which, with, the Naval School, 
has been moved to this place from the unpleas- 
ant predicament in which Gen. Butler and his 
Massachusetts men found her at Annapolis.— 
All the passengers on the little craft are mili- 
tary people. It is always pleasant to note the 
single chance words that reach one. From these 
lily fingered professors, officers, naval and mili- 
tary attaches, we hear “‘ standing,” “‘ examina- 
tion ,”’ “‘ affair telling against him,” ‘* chaplain 
and paymaster best situations,” but not a word 
about the earnest work the country bas now on 
hand for them. P rhaps patriotism is a senti- 
ment confined to people of ‘ limited intelli- 
gence” and to the “rural districts.’ The 
illustrated newspapers have done their work so 
well, that one need :ind little to surprise him 
in the interior arrangements of a fort. ‘To 
the stupendous masonry and commanding mas. 
siveness of a first class fort, they of course can 
not do justice. The intricate, ingenious, and 


resist an assault from the land side, excite a 
greater wonder than any thing we see at Fort 
Adams. 

To leave Newport without trying a bath 
among the breakers, is not to be thought of. 
Surf-bathing is the very sublime of all bathing. 
A plunge into some cool and glassy pool of a 
wooded stream after the heat of a summer’s 
day, may suffuse one with pleasure and a quiet 
sense of beauty, but to be filled with the 
grandeur of bathing one must try a surf-bath. 
The long breakers, rolling in from the heart of 
the great ocean, monotonously roaring as_ they 
have done ever since the beginning of the 
world, are to the uninitiated, “terrible as an 
army with banners,” but to the experienced 
amorous and caressing. How they take you 
up, toss you, fondle you, and make light of 
you. How the great combing white and 
roaring rollers, playfully menace you, and fill 
your ears with thunder as they go over you. 
Now they lift you upon their smooth, elephan- 
tine backs, aud now they drop you into a soli- 
tude drear enough. If to you the sea isa gentle, 
loving thing, with a great heart full of play, 
then surf-bathing ix the very carnival of the 
bather’s experiences. But if in all this fond- 
ling you only feel the velvet paw of a treach- 
erous monster that has swallowed navies, and 
dashed poor sailors against hard rocks, then a 
sad pleasure is yours. 

We had waited until the red flag had been 

run up—the signal for naked bathing—and 
this gave us another chance to note the mas- 
culine beauty of form tkat seems to prevail to 
more than an average extent among the few 
‘¢ LotuseEaters” who still hang about Newport 
in spite of the lateness of the season and the 
more earnest times upon which, thank God, we 
have now entered. We think we notice in 
their beards that happy blending of the m«nta] 
and animal forces, which, with ‘* lotus-eating”’ 
and delicate nurture, go to make your hand- 
some human animal. 
Going from the bathing ground, we take a 
long stroll along the crests of the moderate 
cliffs on the east side of the peninsula, where 
the publie have beea wisely suffered to wear a 
foot-path through tie meadows and lawns. 
Here the open ocean makes one quarter of the 
horizon ; and here, with the plash, dash and 
gurgle of the waves in our ears, and wi:h the 
breath of the sea breeze on our temples, the 
largeness, grandeur, aud unutterable something 
of the sea rush upon us. Tired of looking at 
capriciously whirling sea gulls and white sails, 
at the misty, far-off points of land, and the in- 
tense blue waste, we go to sleep upon the lawn 
with the sea humming its everlasting monody 
as an accompaniment to our dreams. 

Here endeth, patient editor, our first expe- 
riences under a knapsack, which, whenever it 
shall please God, we shall be happy to renew 
under new circumstances. 





For Thanksgiving Day. 





Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which, according to his abundant mercy, 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.—1ls¢ 
Peter, 1: 3 


Suppose the case of a person on his death- 
bed, in great agony of mind from fear of the 
approach of the king of terrors, and suppose 
further, that such an one were told of an indi- 
vidual close at hand, who had gene through 
the dreaded ordeal of death; had thoroughly 
sifted it, and had come out into life again; 
victorious. Suppose, moreover, that the suf 
ferer were also told, that this conquerer was at 
his service—would go with him, hand in band, 
through the dark valley of the shadow of 
death—see him through, safe; may, would 
land him also, on shores of blissful security.—- 
Now, supposing that our patient could really 
confide iu the offer made him at such a mo- 
ment, what do we imagine would be his feel- 
ings on hearing the glad tidings? Could any 
one do justice to them in attempting to de- 
scribe them? Butlet us only try to place 
ourselves in a iike position, and we may then 





‘cunningly devised” outworks, designed to 


have a faint conception of the value, to a be- 


liever, of an intelligent faith in the death and 
resurrection of Chiist. Here we have a 
mighty fact to deal with. We all have to go 
through death in some shape ; and sorry is the 
lot of him who does so without the presence of 
one who can support him effectually through 
the trial. By faith we actually imbibe all of 
the strength of Christ that we need for the 
moment. By the act of faith we become so 
intimately united to Him as to be one spirit 
with his; therefore we cannot but fee] as confi- 
dent and victorious as Fle did, in his encounter 
with the foe. Beautifully in this place chime 
in the words of t.e Psalmist: ** Though | walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear vo evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and tl y staff they comfort me.” 

The point of the whole thing lies in the fact 
that we are not only dead with Christ (but 
what is much more), we are risen with him, 
yea, landed on the other side of death, it we 
have faith enough to comprehend and to lay 
bold of the blessed truth ; nay, to feed on it, 
daily and hourly. Who can think too much of 
it? Take for your text, for instance, Ephe- 
sians 2:6. ‘* And hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places, 
in Christ Jesus.” Where are we then ac- 
cording to this scripture? If it means any 
thing, it means all that the heart cau wish, for 
we are now actually sitting with Christ in 
heavenly places—yes, in his spiritual kingdom. 
The degree of good we get from it must de- 
pend of course upon the strength of our faith. 
Here then is food in abundance for our ambi- 
tion. Ambition isa good thing; here is the 
right kind of food for it. 

Thank God, not only for the gift of such a 
Savior, but also for the gift whereby we are 
enabled to receive him—-the gift of faith. 

R. 8. D. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 








From New Jersey. 

Hoboken, N. J., Nov. 24, 1861. 
Dear Bro.:—Thequestions suggested in a late 
Circular, 1 have thought of many times, and they 
can be asked by believers out, as well as in the 
Community. “Why am I here?” seems for me 
a question, which asks for faith and trust in the 
Providence of God, as the disposer of all things, 
and patience in working out the lesson which a 
residence in the world is to teach me. Every 
stone musi have a proper shape given it, that it 
may fit in the place intended for it. I feel as if 
the corners of unbelief and self-will which need to 
be taken off, are gradually giving way to a more 
chilllike spirit. 
“What purposes control my life?” To do the 
will of God. Nothing do I desire so much as that 
purity of heart, and loyalty to che spirit of truth, 
which will enable me to know and do what is the 
will of God. 
T am grateful for good health. I have not been 
so well fora long while, as at present. I do not 
make s0 great a care of everything, and I more 
heartily confess Christ my strength ang ability to 
do what seems necessary to be dune. I find it 
quite necessary to draw my attention away from 
a working life, and not let my spirit starve for 
want of nourishment. My heart and head get 
wearied sometimes, with the daily contention 
with the spirit of disobedience so prevalent among 
children. This spirit of disobedience, in both young 
and old, is the seed of many a wrong, and results 
in shame and sorrow. I always stop to think, 
when I read the 11th verse of the 4th chapter of 
Matt: “Then the devil leaveth him, and behold, 
angels came and ministered unto him.” Any 
temptation, however small, resisted in the spirit 
of Christ, brings with ita happiness of heart 
greater than any temporary gratification of sel- 
fishness or pride, which we can have. And our 
strength to do the truth, increases in proportion 
to our faith in the power of a confession of Christ 
to help us to do the will of God. 

I feel thankful that I am here, and know it is 
for a good purpose. The contrast between our 
principles and those of the world around us, 
rouses in my heart a desire to more thoroughly 
understand thc reason for my faith in them, I 
believe 1 have taken them more on faith than un- 
derstanding. I would ask for myself understand- 
ing also. I confess Christ my guide and the 


It makes me happy to know that He who takes 
care of the sparrow, cares for us, ind in his own 
time he will call us into the bosom of his church, 
When our faith is one, what is space after all ?— 
By an unseen link our hearts and hopes are bound 
wogether in the same Cause, and Christ, the in- 
spirer of every heart, makes us one. I do not 
feel so far away when I think that it is spiritual 
not bodily presence which makes the real com- 
munion. I understand that better now, and am 
the happier for it. 

I know [ am improving, slowly, but still onward 
and upward. I confess Christ the keeper of my 
attention, a spirit of watchfulness and patience. 

T hail the Circulur as a weekly letter from 
home. I like the idea that it should bea medium 
of communication between those in the Community 
and those vutside. I would say something some- 
times if 1 knew how. Every one has a deep well 
from which to draw, but it is oftentimes difficult 
to convey to others what we feel. There is some 
egotism in it I suppose, the desire to dress up ev- 
ery thing we have to say, in the best clothes, for- 
getting that simplicity is the best evidence of 
sincerity. The experiences of each believer are 
of benefit to every other. I have read in some of 
the past papers many testimonies which were just 
what I needed ; a word spoken in the right time. 
Yours truly in the love of Christ, 8. L. B. 





From I1linols. 
La- Fayette, Illinois, Nov. 3, 1861. 

The fact that slivery is now being generally 
regarded as the prinicpal cause of our national 
distress, and that Union men are louking to its 
abolition as the only alternative for the well: be- 
ing of the country, reminds me of what we fre- 
quently witness; namely, great efforts made by 
masses for the suppre ‘sion of some one greut evil, 
to the neglect of the elements of evil whuse 
united action produces the same, and even 
greater calamities. Were we to analyze the 
spirit of American slavery, we should discover 
among its constituent elements a domineering dis. 
position, a love of muney and of self-aggrandize- 
ment, that entirely disregards the rights and 
feelings of others, anda desire for the supreme 
control over the conduct and persuns of supposed 
inferiors. And are not these elements distinctly 
visible in the‘ fvee society ” of the North ?—ele- 
ments which, if allowed their natura! develup- 
ment, will produce this “sum of all villanies 2?” 
Who does not know that cutting down the trunks 
of some obnoxivus trees, only aggravates the nui- 
sance by causing the roots to send upward a 
multitude of offensive shoots, more tenacious of 
life than the origina! trunk? Or who, wishing to 
destroy the life of a tree, would expect to accum- 
plish his desire by simply clipping the ends of 
its branches? A very little reasoning from cause 
to effect would convince any sane man that tho 
surest and most effectual way to destroy the life 
of a tree, is to destroy its sources of life. If 
therefore we desire the real abolition of slavery 
we should strike at the rovt, and take heed that 
we in no wise ftuster or wdulge any spirit or prin- 
ciple which, if developed, could m any mainer 
whatever “give aid or comfort to the insutu- 
tion.” 

When slavery shall have been abolished (as 
we trust it will be), and the subject nu Joner 
agitates the pubiic mind, I believe that subjects 
of greater importance will occupy the public at- 
tention. The social reform is perhaps nv less un- 
popular now than was che anti-slavery cause 
twenty years ago. ' 

I believe that emancipation will precede any 
great success in socialism; for I cannot con- 
ceive how a people refusing to “render to 
man the things thac belung to man,” can ever 
“ render te God the things that belong to Go,” 
namely, the affections, and acknowledge him the 
rightful sovereign of their social nature. I am 
becoming more and more convinced every day, of 
the great imperfection of our present scctal sys- 
tem. My soul longs for the time when the 
trne relation of the sexes shall be restored, when 
man shall be just with man, and obedient to his 


Creator’s will. 

The Circular continues its weekly visits. which 
I hail with delight. I peruse it with pleasure, 
and I trust also with great profit. IT regard its re- 
ligious tune as being far in advance of the religions 
literature of the day, indicating a higher dezree 
of christian experience than is generally attained. 

I rejoice im the success of the new house, and 
hope that from it may emanate an influence that 
shall be felt for good, in the socialand religious 
world. There are none in this vicmity who tuily 
sympathise with me in adopting your social and 
and religious theories, yet I believe that the truco 
spirit, like leaven, is at work,-and will eventually 
produce its legitimate effects upon the true heai i- 
ed every where, for which | will ever hope and 








suurce of light and truth. 


pray. Yours in hope, W. H. G. 
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